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T HE ſubſtance of the following pages was — 


to the Preacher, under the diſtreſs of a recent 
family bereavement. This circumſtance, and the 
united requeſts of friendſhip, muſt apologize for his 
appearance before the public with ſuch an unpo- 
| pular offering as a SER MON,—The ſentiments here 
inveſtigated tend to inſpire the hearts of men with 
reverence of the Supreme Being in his works, a 
juſt ſenſe of obligation to him for his benefits, and a 
ſteady reſignation to his will under the icting 
viciſſitudes of his providence. — Theſe are objects 
of infinitely. greater moment than the Shibboleth 
and Sibboleth of parties objects, in the accompliſn- 
ment of which all genuine Chriſtians will rejoice, 
whatever differences may exiſt among them, in 
reference to the circumſtantiali of religion. . 
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Fſalm cxv. 3. 


pur OUR GQD IS IN THE HEAVENS ; HE HATH 
DONE WHATSOEVER HE HATH PLEASED. 


HE deſire of Happineſs is deeply rooted 

in the nature of all rational creatures. 
Hence it is, that we obſerve them individually 
employed according to their peculiar tempers, 
views, and opportunities; the ambitious in 
the purſuit of glory; the avaricious iti the 
accumulation of wealth; the diſſipated in the 
gratification of appetites, which are their diſ- 
grace as men, and promote their ruin as the 
candidates for eternity; but a few, renewed 
in the ſpirit of their minds by the infinite love 
of God, dare to be ſingular, not counting 
even 


4 
even their lives dear, that they may gain 


durable riches in righteouſneſs, and finiſh their 
appointed courſe with joy. With them all is 


well through every viciflitude of Providence, 


whether proſperous or adverſe ; whilſt the de- 
luded votaries of this world are weeping over 
the diſappointment of their wiſhes, or betray- 
ing the moſt painful diſſatisfaRion in their 
accompliſhment; unintereſted inthe covenant 
favour of Heaven, all nature will prove nothing 
but vanity and vexation of ſpirit, leaving a 
dreadful yoid in the mind, and often loading, 
the ſoul with inexpreſſible a anguiſh, To. be 
ſincerely affected with this truth, and to main- 
tain ſuch a deportment in every, ſituation as 
will beſt correſpond with its pure deſigns, 
are eſſential to the firſt dawn of ſolid peace, 
in this ſtate of probation, and the full fru- 
ition of promifed happineſs in Heaven. 


I am aware that theſes ſentiments are not 
cohgenial with the prevailing levity of mo- 
dern times: that they are in general treated 
as the reveries of a diſordered imagination, 
and the fooliſh declamations of enthuſiaſm ; 
as the language of men inimical to the plea- 
fyres of ſocial intercourſe—of men ſoured by 

: | | the 


DHS 
the diſappointments of lift, 3 88 or incapacitated 
for f its enjoyments. Nevertheleſs, wiſdom is 
juſtified of her children, in the ſtrength of 
their patience, and the abundance of their 
conſolations.—You ſee one renouncing the 
pomp and grandeur of a Court; chooſing ra- 
ther to ſuffer affliction in the company of the 
deſpiſed, perſecuted people of God— You hear 
a ſecond, and he the Sovereign of a great na- 
tion, boldly teſtifyingithat heeſteemedthe pious 
door-keepers of God's ' houſe more noble and 
happy than thoſe. who dwelt in tents of wick- 
edneſs, though ſurrounded with the royalties 
of empire—You obſerve. a third, Child of 
Wiſdom; inſtead of madly arraigning the di- 
vine conduct, under a long ſucceſſion of the 
moſt melancholy tidings, poſſeſſing his ſoul in 
patience; retaining his integrity againſt the 
ſtrongeſt temptations, and vindicating the ſo- 
vereignty of Providence iti thoſe contrarietigs 
of which the life of the ſaints is compoſed. 
Theſe great and bleſſed men ſaw their God in 
the Heavens, wiſely and graciouſly over-ruling 
all their tribulations : and, animated by the 
joy ſet before them in the goſpel,” they dif- 
played a lively compaſſion- for thoſe who 
counted their lives madneſs, a noble contempt 


of 


2 —  — — — 


* — —— 14 

- < 4 * — 4 — - — _ - 4 2 
— — a = . = „ - 8 » — 

* CESS S — La 2 . 2 — Ss 4 1 vs 


K - Wo i. 
P EE FTIR EE — TV'S WV 


= 
-— ——— EZ 


(8) 


br ti their purſuits, and a ſteady determiriatiod, 


to know nothing ,amongſt them but cqn- 


formity to the Law. of God, and religtigtion | 
to his will. | | 


To er and improve the Sovereignty of 


Providence, are the objects of this diſcourſe— 
bbjects ſo intereſting in their nature and con- 


ſequences, that I reſt aſſured you will hear mie 


with candour and ſeriouſneſs: And may he; 


whoſe prerogative it is to crown the inſtitu- 
tions of religion with ſucceſs, deign to favour 


us with the ſpecial. influences of his Holy 


Spirit, that his teſtimonies may be our de- 


light, and our counſellors in the houſe of 
dur Pilgrimage. | ue 


ſubs: All the concerns, of the Univerſe 
in general, and each individual in par- 
ticular, whether more or leſs impor tant, 

are under the emen nd Ge 
* 1621 
By him every thidg viſible and: inviſible 
was created; and muſt be under his authority. 
This authority is not tyranny. He 1s no un- 
juſt uſurper; no weak, careleſs, fickle Being. 


His throne is ſibje& to none of thoſe muta- 
tions 


Ll 


* 


65 


tions which characteriſe the kingdoms of this 
world. In his character, as Lord of all, what 
2 wonderful . affemblage of excellence and 
glory ! Such excellence—ſuch glory as muſt. | 
excite our deepelt reverence, and moſt ardent. 
delight, Infinite knowledge, invincible power, 
impartial juſtice, abundant mercy, . and im- 
mutable veracity, are the perfections in and 
by which his providential kingdom now rules, 
and will finally triumph over all the Kingdoms 
of the earth. He is among his creatures as 
a Maſter in his Family, a Pilot at the Helm, 
a Shepherd with his Flock, or a King on his 
Throne. He forms no fooliſh plans; ſtrikes 
no random blows ; acts on no peradyentures ; 
his affairs are well ordered, though infinitely 
various ; and fure, though oppoſed by all the 
ſubtilty and rage of the bottomleſs pit. There 
is nothing impoſſible for his greatneſs, or too 
mean for his condeſcenſion ; for though he 
takes up the Iſles as a very little thing, yet 
he alſo clothes the lillies of the fields, and 
numbers the hairs of our heads. 


The elements acknowledge his omnipotent 
hand, and obey his ſovereign pleaſure. He 
bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds; 
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dant power that gave them exiſtence, and 
the ineffable glory to which they owe all 


not, neither do they reap, nor gather into 


6 ) 
he hath made a decree for the rain, and 
way for the lightning of his thunder. Fire 
and hail, ſnow and vapour, and ſtormy winds 
fulfil his word. —All the heavenly bodies, in 
their various orders and ſtations, unite in 
publiſhing to this lower world the tranſcen- 


their luſtre. They only ſhine to praiſe him 
who hath eſtabliſhed them for ever; and 
there is no ſpeech nor language where their 
voice is not heard. They reſt not day nor 
night preaching to an infidel race, the uni- 
verſal ſovereignty of his providential reign. 
Behold the fowls of the air, for they ſow 


barns; yet their munificent Creator feeds 
them. They all look up to him for their 
daily bread; and he 1 is ſo intereſted i in them, 
that even a ſparrow, one of the moſt worth- 
leſs of the feathered tribe, cannot fall to the 
ground without his permiſſion. Birds of every 
ſhape and name ſhew forth the wonders of 
his praiſe in the rapidity of their flights, 
the melody of their voices, the "variegated 
beauty of their plumage, and all the admi- 


fable b of their nature, —The 
| we Fs Lord 


(02 | 

Lord rules over every beaſt 7. the foreſt; 
and the cattle upon a thouſand hills. His 
power created, his bounty ſupplies them, and. 
his wiſdom has furniſhed them with every. 
neceſſary mode of defence, They are all at 
his diſpoſal, and in ſome way or other bear a 
part in the accompliſhment of his purpoſes.” 
At one time he chaſtiſes the obſtinacy of the 
King of Egypt, by a grievous murrain on 
his horſes and camels, his. oxen and ſheep ; 

and at another time the faculty of ſpeech 
is given to a dumb aſs, to reprove the mad- 
neſs of a N 


1 5 minute part of the Univeiſe occu- 
pies an appointed ſtation, or moves under the 
hand of God in the promotion of an appointed 
end, But of all the lower works of God, 
man holds the higheſt rank. He is fear- 
fully and wonderfully made—made but a lit- 
tle lower than the Angels, and crowned with 
glory and honour. I ſpeak in refetence to 
thoſe faculties of thought, reaſon and ſpeech, 
by which he is capacitated to ſerve His Creator 
and enjoy him for ever; for in his lapſed 


ſtate he is more inſenſible, ungrateful, and 


irrational than the brutes. While the dull 
B 2 | OX 


G 
ox knows his duty, and the more ſtupid aſs. 
his intereſt, be ſacrifices all his original dig- 
nity in his wilful ignorance of, and inceſſant 
ſtriving againſt him to whom he 1 18 indebted 
for his being, and its innumerable comforts. 
Oh, that they were wiſe; that they would 
praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of men. | 


SECONDLY. There is an admirable fithefs in 
the various operations of Providence, to 
diſplay and advance the glory e of all the 
8 of God. | 


All the guilty paſſions, deteſtable vices, 


tormenting diſcords, and frightful deformities 


of life, are under his controul, and will in- 
fallibly be over- ruled for his honour. The 
oppreſſion of the Iſraelites in Egypt, and the 
crucifixion of Jeſus on Calvary, with every : 
appendant circumſtance, were directed by this 
principle. The Scripture faith of Pharaoh, 
For this purpoſe have I raiſed thee up, that 1 
might ſhew my power in thee, and that my 
name might be declared throughout all the 


earth.“ The kings and rulers of the earth, 
... who 


tz ) 
who gathered - together againſt the 
Saviour of the world, whillt they gratified the 
pride and enmity of their hearts, promoted the 
intentions of him Who ſitteth 1 in the heavens 
holding all his adverſaries in derifion ; * * 
gainſt the holy child Jeſus; not a ſingle ſtep ; 
was taken but under the guidanceof his decrees. 
Of this the Jews were. wholly in the dark 5 
and, ſtrange as it may appear, it was their 
darkneſs ſuktrörge nel by which life and im- 
mortality were brought to light. Their coun- 
fels were ſo confounded, and their rage ſo, 
managed, that they furthered i in a wonderful 
degree what they moſt anxiouſly wiſhed to 
fruſtrate. 


God 1s glorified in the ie he in- 
flicts on his enemies. In the ſcriptures you 
ſee the King of kings clothed. with terrible 
majeſty, and travelling in the greatneſs of his 
ſtrength, to vindicate his righteous conduct, 
and avenge his inſulted honours. Here a long, 
long catalogue of the guilt and conſequent 
ruin of mankind preſents itſelf to our view. 
The ſtupidity of the Antediluvians; the luſt 
of Sodom the tyranny of Pharaoh; the re- 
bellion 


* Plalm ii, + Acts iy. 27, 29. 


69 
bellion of Ei dM and Abi the 
envy of Haman; the pride of Herod ; and the 
apoſtacy of Judas, precipitate them into the 
hands of the living God, and, judgment pur- 
ſues them to their own place: You know 
how the diſpleaſure of God has hung over the 
fews for more than ſeventeen hundred years. 
Becauſe they crucified the Lord of Glory, 

. wrath is come upon them to the uttermoſt.* 
There is often a particularly ſtriking agreement 
between the ſins of men and the judgments of 
God: Puniſhment i is inflicted in perfect analogy 
with the nature and turpitude of guilt. Jacob 
deceived one relation, and is himfelf deceived 
by another. The favourite miniſter of Aha- 
ſuerus was hanged on the very ſame gallows 
he had prepared for Mordecai. Thoſe who 
accuſed Daniel, and were the inſtruments of 
his being caſt into the lion's den, were after- 
wards caſt therein themſelves. 1 ſuggeſt theſe 
things ifi order to ſhew you what an evil and 
bitter thing it is to fin againſt God; that in ſo 
doing you deprive yourſelves of preſent peace, 
and ſtarid expoſed to a far more exceeding and 

eternal weight of mikery. | | 


The 


1 Theft. ti. 16. 


( x5 ) 


The glory of the Deity ſhines forth in alt 
the revolutions of the world. He changeth 
the times and the ſeaſons ; he removeth kings 
and ſetteth up kings.“ This truth will not 
only apply to the changes which took place i in 
the Babylonian, Perfian, Grecian, and Roman 
monarchies; but to all the changes of king- 
doms and ſtates from the creation of the world 
to its diſſolution. By theſe revolutions of the 
times and ſeaſons the King of Kings gradually. . 
advances the perfection of that empire which 
ſhall ſupercede all others, and ſtand for ever, 
to receive the honour of all the kings of the 
earth. And while he brings about and ma- 
nages ſo many changes, he reveals himſelf as 
vnchangeable and immutable in being and 
perfection. His brighneſs can ſuffer no eclipſe 
through time or eternity. The world and all 
things in it ſhall periſh; but thou, O Lord, 
ſhalt endure: yea, all of them ſhall- wax old 
like a garment; and as a veſture ſhalt thou fold 
them up, and they ſhall be changed; but thou 
art * ſame, and thy years ſhall not fail.” 


The praiſe of God is advanced in all the 
'ribulations of life. He chooſes the hour of 


human 
* Dan, it. 21, 22. 
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fond mother, under the hopeleſs fear of loſing 


9 ( 
human extremity to demonſtrate the ſove- 
reignty of his power, and the unmerited 
riches of his goodneſs. When under ſome 
weighty affliction, we anxiouſly look on the 
right hand and on the left for refuge, not one 
comfortable gleam of hope within our view; 
when our fellow-men in proſperity are either 
unable or unwilling to help us, then is the 
time to cry to him who is never inattentive to 
the voice of woe—to him who declares himſelf 
a ſtrong hold in the day of trouble, knowing 
and delighting in thoſe who traſt in him.? 


1 When convulſed by the ſorrows of a 


an only child, you all remember how God 
appeared for Hagar in the wilderneſs of Beer- 
ſheba, Joſeph, envied and ſold by his bre- 
thren, ſpent a conſiderable part of his life in 
ſervitude and bondage, that he might be ex- 
alted to the higheſt honours of Egypt, and 
thus ſave them and an aged father from the 
impending horrors of famine. Elijah, when 
ready to die with hunger and thirſt, was mi- 
raculouſly fed by an angel; under a juniper 
tree he found a cake baked on the coals, a 
p cruiſe 


* Nahuni j. 7. 


- 


( $1 
eruiſe of water at his head. By the brook 
Cherith, before Jordan, ravens, birds of prey, 
brought him bread and fleſh every morning 
and evening; and finally, he was ſuſtained by 
the widow of Zarephath, whoſe barrel of meal 
and cruiſe of oil did not fail ſo long as his 
neceſſity exiſted. Why are ſuch ſingular in- 
terpoſitions of providence left upon record ? 
Why but to invite our ſubmiſſion to God 
under all our diſtreſſes, and our confidence in 
him for ſupport, conſolation, and deliverance? 


TrikDpLy. The means by which the deſigns 
of providence are carried into effect, are, 
in general, ſuch as tend to mortify the 
pride, and excite the ſurpriſe of the 
world, | 


The Almighty works the wheels of provi- 
dence by the weakeſt means. Some of the 
moſt important events that have ever been 
accompliſhed, mult be aſcribed in a ſecondary 
ſenſe to cauſes apparently inſignificant: and 
contemptible. The world was created by a 
word. Jehovah ſpake and it was done ; he 
commanded and it ſtood faſt. What ſtrange, 
important events were connected with the 

| 2 | digams 
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dreams of Joſeph, and his artleſs relation of 
them to his Brethren! Flies and inſects plead 
the cauſe of God againſt the King of Egypt 
as effectually as an army of angels. To the 
rod of Moſes the children of Iſrael were in- 
debted for their deliverance out of Egypt, 
and thoſe refreſhing ſtreams which iſſued from 
the ſmitten rock, and followed them through 
the waſte, howling deſert. Gideon, with his 


lamps and pitchers, and a handful of men, 


triumphs over the Midianites. David, an 
1nexperienced youth, with a ſling and ſtone, 


flew the terror, and revived the hopes of Iſ- 


rael. The great work of our redemption was 
wrought out by one whom the world deſpiſed 
and rejected on account of his poverty and 
meanneſs. By the inſtrumentality of twelve 
poor illiterate men, the goſpel was promul- 
gated at the firſt againſt all poſſible oppo- 
ſition. Under two ſermons, preached by 
Peter, the fiſnerman, no leſs than five thou- 
ſand ſouls were converted to the faith of 
Chriſt; and by Paul, the tent- maker, the glad 
tidings of peace with heaven were borne 
from Jeruſalem, round about unto Illyricum. 
Thus the banner of the croſs was diſplayed 


over vn greateſt part of the world—Thus our 
_ God 


* 


(is ) | 
God, who ſitteth in the heavens, made bare 
his holy arm in the eyes of all nations, and 
all rhe: ends of the earth ſaw. 8 ſalvation.“ 


God works: by e ws means RY 
are called accidental, Such was the paſſing by 
of the Midianitiſh merchantmen, as the means 
of reſcuing the favourite ſon of Iſrael from 
the cruelty of his brethren. Such was the 
coming of Pharaoh's daughter to the river, 
where the infant Moſes was laid in the flags, 
by. which he was diſcovered, ſaved from periſh- 
ing, and trained up for the work of God, in 
the houſe of his _ moſt inveterate enemy. 
When Saul and his men had encompaſſed the 
man after God's own heart, and were ready 
to ſatisfy their long prevailing thirſt for his 
blood, in that very moment there came a 
meſſenger to Saul, ſaying, Haſte thee, and 
come; for the Philiſtines have invaded the 
land. Wherefore he returned from purſuing . 
David, and went. againſt the Philiſtines. F 
Ahab, King of Iſrael, a man who. had awfully 
diſtinguiſhed. himſelf by every kind of abo- 
mination, was ſlain by a caſual ſtroke, in ful- 
fine of Micaiah's prophecy, though he had 

S engaged 


— 


e fImaiah Iii. 10. + 3 Sam. xx XXiul, 75 28. 


(29) 
engaged on his fide every precaution likely 
to overturn that prophecy. A certain man 
drew a bow at a venture, and ſmote him, ſo 
that he died.“ All the forgetfulneſs and miſ- 
takes of men, are ſubſervient to the deſigns 
of God. Sometimes he makes uſe of them 
without their knowledge, as he did Cyrus; 
and at other times againſt their wills,' as he 
115 did Balaam and Jonah. Thus you fee that 
if ; the reſources of providence never fail. There 
1 will always be a ſeed to ſerve him in the 

| world. He will not leave himſelf without 
* witneſſes. Some Joſhua will be found to 
„5 {land in the place of 4 departed Moſes ; ſome 
i Eliſha to catch the falling mantle of an Eli- 
* jah; and ſome Matthias to plead the cauſe of 
* Chriſt inſtead of an apoſtate Judas: the hearts 
þ of men are in the hands of the Lord, as the 
rivers of water he turneth them whither- 
ſoever he will.f | | 


Fouxrnlr. The diſpenſations of Divine 
Providence, are often in their nature, 
operations, and final iſſue, incomprebenſible. 


Conſider the preſent ſtare of the world in 
reference 


1 Kings xii, 34. + Prov. xxi. 7. 


( 23 ) 


reference to the important concerns of te- 
ligion, and you will be loſt in the vaſt abyſs 


of God's permiſſive wiſdom, and forbearing 


mercy. By far the greater part of the human 
race are eſtranged from the fountain of happi- 
neſs; and ſo faſcinated by the things that 
are ſeen, as totally to forget thoſe that are 
unſeen, ſpiritual, and eternal. Polluted and 
enſlaved by innumerable vices, they ſeem to 
live for no other purpoſe than that of diſ- 


playing their wonderful depravity in deſpiſing 


and rejecting the only foundation on which 
they can build with ſafety for eternal life. 
And alas! with theſe miſerable men (ſuch is 
their ſtupidity) the terror of Mount Sinai, 
and the love of Mount Calvary, are alike 
deſtitute of effect; ſtill they perſevere, re- 
.gardleſs of the deſtruction which every mo- 
ment hangs over their heads, and which they 
cannot eſcape, dying as they live. Thus 
guilty and ruined has been the ſtate of the 
world, under the dominion of fin, for almoſt 
ſix thouſand years. But why does Almighty 


God permit the evils he could fo eaſily pre- 


vent? Why does he ſuffer his Majeſty to be 
inſulted? His Son crucified ? His Spirit re- 
ſiſted and grieved ? The powers of darkneſs 
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be conſidered in application to the ſupernatu- 
ral agency of the holy Spirit, in enlightening 


tions of men— men long and zealouſly des 
voted t6 the ſervice of the prince of darkneſs 


tereſted in the riches, nobility, wiſdom; and 


elf was, poor and deſpiſed, men of ſorrows, 
and acquainted with grief, He takes thoſe 


( # ) 
to triumph in the willing captivity of ſo many 
millions of his creatures I aſk why does 
he ſuffer theſe provocations, and ſtill keep 
filence? My brethren, can any of you ſolve 
this queſtion? I freely confeſs to you I can- 
not; nor do I think the attempt poſſible; 
without incurring the charge of daring pre- 
ſumption. Where ſcripture is filent or dark; 
we ſhould be cautious ; humbly "adore; and 
patiently wait that day when all the dark 
mazes in which Providence now walks, will 
be perfectly ings oo "nite 


The inſcrutable nature of Providence is to 
the underſtanding, and engaging the affec- 


and diſobedience men in every ſenſe mean 
and miſerable. But few of thoſe who are in- 


grandeur of time, are found the ſubjects of 


this eſſential work. The ranſomed of the 
Lord Jeſus are, in general, ſuch as he him- 


who 


( 33) 
who are treated as the refuſe of the world, 
adorns them with the beauties of his moral 
image, and waits to beſtow upon them all 
the inconceivable immunities of the celeſtial 
city. When we trace the footſteps of Pro- 
vidence in the converſion of finners, through 
the ſacred pages, we are overſhadowed with 
a cloud of witneſſes, and loſt in the amazing 
contemplation of redeeming mercy beſtowed 

on the moſt unworthy objects, and by the 
moſt improbable means. A polluted Mag- 
dalene, Zaccheus the publican, the woman 
of Samaria, Saul of Tarſus, the Philippian 
jaylor, the thief on the croſs, and a great 
multitude, which no man can number, .are 
now in all the perfection of diſembodied ſpi- 
rits, adoring him who doth great things paſt 
finding out, uniting in the wonder and joy 
of angels on the return of every periſhing 
prodigal to the Father of Mercies. 


4% 


The conduct of Providence will appear 
very myſterious if we conſider that the worſt 
of men are often proſperous and happy, 
while the peculiar favourites of the Almighty 
are oppreſſed and wretched, - While thoſe 


whoſe conduct is founded upon the beſt of 
| | prin- 


, 


( 24 ) 
principles, and directed to the nobleſt ends, 
fink under the heavy hand of adverlity ; the 
tabernacles of robbers proſper, they that pro- 
voke God are fecure, and enjoy more abun- 
dantly the bleſſings of life. Their eyes ſtand 
out with fatneſs; they have more than heart 
could wiſh. They are not in trouble as other 
men, neither are they plagued like other men : 


They have no bonds in their death, but their 


ſtrength is firm. This proſperity of the 
wicked, in contraſt with the afflictions of the 
righteous, excited the envy of the Pſalmiſt ; * 
the wonder of Jeremiah, f and the rebellious 
murmurings of Ifrael. T It is in our day as 
It was in theirs. Providence does not purſue 
any new path. In all ages it has taken the 
fame courſe; and, if we are in our right 
minds, we ſhall bow in-ſubmiſſion—In ſub- 
miſſion, not founded on the hard laws of ne- 
ceſſity, or compoſed of ſtoical apathy ; but a 
ſteady, joyful perſuaſion that the darkeſt days 
of the man who loves and ſerves God, are 
infinitely more advantageous than the brighteſt 
days of thoſe who walk according to the 
courſe of this world. The pearl of great 
price is not found in the riches and glories of 
78 the 


* Palm brxii. 3. + Jer, Xl. 1. f Mal, if. 144 15. 


(4) 

tie earth; but in the poverty and ſufferings of 
the croſs, The way to the paradiſe of God, 
was not by the ſumptuous, luxurious table. of 

Dives, but the hunger, diſeaſe, and deep 
e of Lazarus. To the u e 
the prelude of eternal ſorrows and deſpair; 
While the adverſity of thoſe who are called ac- 
cordihg to the purpoſe of Jehovah, 1 is the telt 
and trial of virtue, their meetneſs for, and 
title to, that ſtate where there is neither death, 
pain, ſorrow nor crying. And this bleſſed- 
neſs, which the ſaints have in reverſion, ſo 
far exceeds all the votaries of the world have 
in poſſeſſion, that inſtead of « envying them, we 
mould exerciſe every generous emotion of pity 
and compaſſion towards them, What, ſhall 
we envy their ane Shall we envy them 
thoſe enjoyments ich only prepare them, 
like beaſts, for the day of laughter? To envy. 
their proſperity is to envy their deſtruction, 
for the proſperity of fools ſhall deſtroy them.* 
Then let them dwell on high, as thoſe who 
ſhall never ſee ſorrow ; and be it our ambition 
to bear with calm, ſilent dignity all the con- 


5 temptuous 
D 


4 Prov. i. 32. 


TS 


temptuous, cruel triumphs which their preſent 
exaltation may inſpire, aſſured that thoſe tri- 
umphs will prove ſhort in their duration, 
and that when the Son of Man appears in the 
glory of the laſt day, their unaccountable 
ſuperiority will vaniſh for ever. 


There are innumerable queſtions ariſing from 
the conduct of providence, in reference to 


which we muſt for a time remain in the dark. 


Our God is in the heavens, where we cannot 
climb. The records of his everlaſting decrees 
are ſealed, ſo that we cannot peruſe them. 
All that we are capable of knowing on this 
ſide the grave, lies in a very ſmall compaſs. 
We are ſurrounded with the miſts and dark- 
neſs of ignorance, prejudice, and impurity. 
We are but of yeſterday, and know nothing,“ 
therefore let us commune with our own hearts, 


and be fill; Tet us not indulge an inordinate 


curioſity in our ſpeculations on the ſecret 
things of heaven; let us Wait the great 
teacher Death, and God adore.” 


8 


hg 


4. 0d N * 
996)ꝓ—ũ1ü i 48 3 _ 
Sac Ton 2 Br 7 ha -——— =_ os, 
= 4 * —— 1 N * 8 * 1 4 X 7 * 85 8 
2 PL, p : „ 1 hy \ 2 Y A. 4 " 
N 8 7 Toh ae EE, 5 


1 


re 


„ EE 


wears a ſevere, and errble aſpect. 

Let me ſuppoſe that any 112 you, who are 
parents and love your children, were called to 
make a ſacrifice ſimilar to that of the F ather of 
the Faithful. Do you think you, could coolly 
prepare the wood, the fire, and the knife? 
Unreluctantly lead forth the child of your. 
hopes, and ſtretch out your hand to ay him? 
I grant had you the ſame degree. of faith, there 
would be no difficulty in this obedience: But 
whilſt we obſerve you ſo d deaf to the voice of 
providence, or attentive only to murmur, when, 
called to reſign thoſe things which deſerve no. 


other name than abſolute trifles in the conſtitu- 1 


tion of your happineſs; we cannot believe that 
you would give up that which is and ought to 
be dear to you as the Iſaac of Abraham, and 
not betray the boldeſt diſpoſition to arraign 
the juſtice, and goodneſs of God and not im- 
piouſly exclaim Why ſhould 1 wait any long- 
er on ſuch an hard, ſevere maſter! It is an 
awful truth, that vaſt numbers, who make: a 
profeſſion: of the goſpel, evidence a conſtant 
propenſion 


D 2 


6 " 
propenſion (when put to k teſt) to riſk every 
thing important, for the poſſeſſion of ſome 


object, worthleſs perhaps in itſelf, if not de- 
ſtructive in its influence. 


It is no uncommon thing to find even the 
brighteſt ofnaments, of the church, under ſome. 
ſorrow or other, writing bitter things againſt 
themſelves, becauſe ſome ſource of We FER 
comfort is dried up. In the life of Jacob, 
this obſeryation is ſtrikingly verified; driven 
from his father's houſe to Padan- -aram, by tke 
vengeance of his brother, he feels all the pains 
of ſubtilty and envy, in oppoſition to the ex 
peed kindneſs of one allied to him by the 
ties of blood. After fourteen years ſervitude 
he leaves this ungracious relation, and is 
purſued by him as a thief. Iſaac, his venerable 
father, dies; and his death is almoſt imme- 
diately ſucceeded by the death of his beloved 
Rachael. Scarce has he buried his father and 
wife, but Joſeph—his favourite ſon Joſeph, 
is torn from him, and he knows not how or 
by whom. Upon the confi deration of theſe 
things, his patience and courage fail; he finks N 
into a ſtate of deſpondency, and rafhly aſſerts 
that all theſe providences were againſt * 

ut 


Ss. 
N | 


But God had a ſet time to be favourable ta 
him—a ſet time to exchange his ſpirit” of 
heavineſs for the garments of praiſe; and this 
time was juſt at hand when he thought his 
mercy clean gone for ever. Thus the moment 
before the, Iſraelites experienced that dehver- 
ance which was commanded for them, their 
ſalvation appeared impoſſible, and their- ruin 
inevitable. As it is often. moſt dark before 
the break of day, fo providence appears moſt 
| fevere, when about to communicate ſome ſin- 
gular 3 | 


It is probable that bis day with you, is a day 
of deep diſtreſs. You are bowed down under 
a a ſtrange combination of afflictions, which you 
too boldly diſcriminate as the ſeverity of God. 
Weakneſs. and pain of body; diſappointments 
and loſſes in your commerce with the world; 
bereayments in your families; harraſſed by 
the. fiery darts of the wicked one; defamed. 
and perſecuted by his emiſſaries; and, to ag- 
gravate theſe, you are tormented by a thouſand 
anxieties and fears leſt you ſhould prove in- 
ſincere, in your profeſſion of religion, and be. 
found wanting when weighed in the balances. 
But Peace, be ſtill- there will ariſe light out of 
all 
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all this darkneſs; the greateſt kindneſs will be 
diſcovered in all this reputed ſeverity. The 
frowns of providence conceal thoſe ſmiles which 
will prove the perfection of your felicity when 
the ſprings of life fail. Do not miſtake the 
gentle rod of a faithful father, for the aveng- 
ing ſword of an implacable enemy; do not 


ſuffer any of your croſſes to obliterate tlie 


remembrance of paſt mercies, or delude you 
from the anticipation of that ſtate of bliſs, 
where all tears ſhall be wiped” away from 


Your eyes. 


" SixTHLY. The infinitely various operations 
of providence harmonize in the honour of 
Deity, and the happineſs of all good men, 


This harmony originates in the eternal 
fore: knowledge and unalterable decrees of that 
God, whoſe wiſdom delights in yariety, whoſe 
power orders that variety in ſuch a ſovereign 
manner, that no one diſpenſation falls our of 
its rank, and whoſe goodneſs is ſo conjoined 
with every other perfection of his nature, as 
to ſecure the everlaſting gratitude of his 


people, who now bemoan the [inexplicable con- 


fuſion in which they are involved. We live in 
8. 


(a ) i 
5 ſtate of perpetual vicifſitudes ;" and bens 
we attempt to judge of the harmony of 
Jehovah's plans, by the painful effects which 
thoſe viciſſitudes produce on our natural 
feelings, we ſhall be enſlaved by the power 
of infidelity, and preſumptuouſly conclude that 
the ways of the Lord are not equal. What 
though the arrows of providence ſeem to fly 
at random; and its favours: to be ſcattered 
among men promiſcuouſly, they, nevertheleſs3 
have their particular commiſſions. Though 
the affairs of life may appear as thrown toge- 
ther in wild confuſion; yet, like 0 many well- 
tuned inſtruments, under the infinitely wiſe 


hand of God, they compoſe a delightful con- 
cert in his praiſe as a God of Pate order. 


Inſpiration aſſures us that all things, in their 
aompound ſtate, operate together for the good 
of the ſaints. But if they ſeparate one' pro- 
vidence from another, or any part from the 
whole, darkneſs and confuſion will cover the 
face of the great deep: an horror of great 
darkneſs wilt take poſſeſſion of their minds, 
and baniſh every comfortable ſenſe of this 
truth, that the dealings of God with his people, 
not ſeparately but connectively, work together 


( 32 3 
their good. This is the fundamental baſis of 
that patience and ſubmiſſion which the ſcrip: 
tures univerſally inculcate, and which have 
animated good men under the greateſt diffi- 
culties, heavieſt loſſes, and ſharpeſt conflicts: 
this is their conſtant language, ] will bear the 
indighation of the LoxÞ, becauſe I have ſinned 
againſt him, until he plead my cauſe; and ex- 
ecute judgement for me: he will bring me 
forth to the light; atid I ſhall behold his righ- 
teouſneſs.* Such a temper of ſoul honours the 
promiſe of God, reflects a bleſſed luſtre on all 
his ways; endourages his timorous friends, and 
eonfounds his moſt inveterate enemies. What 
magnanimity ! What patience ! What joy 
did the primitive Chriſtians manifeſt under the 
preateſt cruelties which the ſubtilty of their 
enemies could invent; or their power inflid ! 
Be it our ambition and glory to tread in their 
ſteps, as far as we can, under the milder rays 
of civil and religious liberty, and to endure, 
as ſeeing our God in the heavens, who doeth 
whatſoever ſeemeth good in his ſight, 


I ſcarce think the ſtate of ati Epicurean, WhO 
denies the being of providence (and ſuch ſtill 
5 . exill 


* Micah vii, 9. 


„ 


exiſt in princi iple and practice) ſo unhappy as the 
ſtate of that man;whoz under the obligations 
of a chriſtian profeſſion, pretends to admit the 
doctrine, and yet is for ever quarrelling with its 
operations; as in ſome inſtances unjuſt; and in 
all as deſtitute of harmony. But what is the 
cauſe of ſuch a diſpoſition? They have been 


difappointed in the gratification. of ſome. eri- 


minal paſſion, deprived of ſome object on 
which their affections were idolatrouſly fixed, 
ſome fine - ſpun thread of human policy is 
broken, their deep- laid ſchemes of happineſs 
blaſted ; they are afflicted with infirmities and 
pains, by which they have loſt (not their at- 
rachment to the world, but) the power of 
purſuing it. Theſe and all other diſpenſations 
which run counter to their unſanctified affec- 
tions, they treat as poſitive evils from the 
Lord; and on this ground maintain aneternal 
war in their minds againſt his government. 
But tell me, you who rank with men of this 
deſcription- tell me, what are the advantages 
you expect to reſult from your rebellion ? 
Can you effect any change in the order of 
his deſigns? Which of his high decrees can 
| you reverſe? What ſatisfaction or joy alle- 
viates your diſtreſſes? Why will you make the 
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bills of providence ende by TRE, for 
your: good) more galling by your impotent 
ſtruggles? An impatient diſcontented man is 
both igfapable and unworthy pf happineſs. 
Go where he may; | he. carties that in his 
breaſt which will mightily torment him. Hap- 
pineſs, only the friend of thoſe who poſſeſs a 
meek and quiet ſpirit, will fly from him; and 
miſery; teſembling that of outer darkneſs, 
unweariedly purſue him. He is a wretched 
fugitive on the earth, and kke the troubled 
Ks when it cannot teſt, loudly foams out his 
on ſhame... | 


be diy fi riftjtation- Werd dict be 


Lord Jeſus will come quickly to explain and 


glorify the whole œconomy of his providence ; 
to the confuſion and terror of thoſe who would 


not that he ſhould reign over them; and to 


the ſatisfaction and joy of thoſe who have 


ſubmitted to his will as their law, and ſtudied 
his glory as their end. T hen you, who now 
90 forth weeping, bearing precious ſeed, ſhall 
. doubtleſs come ain rejoicing, bringing your 
ſheaves with you. Lou hall reap ſuch an 
abundant harveſt as will infinitely more than 
reward your tolls.” Then all thoſe providences 
hs hoy ot, : which 


2 


4335.9 


which have corroded the deareſt comforts of 


your lives, and filled you with the moſt, di. 


treſſing apprehenſions, will be found the moſt 
abundant ſources of pleafure and gratitude. _ 
Therefore, while your gourds are-ſucceflively © 
withering under the ſcorching heat of an un- 

friendly world, guard againſt that ſorrow which 
has no connection with the hope of the goſ- 
pel; and through every changing ſcene of 


mortality, exerciſe all the reſigned ardour of . 


your ſanctified nature, in looking for that 


bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of 2 5 


the great God our Saviour e Sheen 


nen 


But to you who have only re to 8 05 | 


the bleſſings, and rebel againſt the ;diſpenſa- 


tions of providence; that day bat day, ſo 
glorious to the meek and lowly. followers f 
the Redeemer, will prove a day of darkneſs 
and gloomineſs; a day of clouds and thick 
darkneſs; as the morning ſpread upon the 
mountains; a day of diſtreſs and anguiſh,* 
I think I ſee you, with your once gay, 
thoughtleſs, and diſſipated companions, forced 
into the preſence of an impartial, inexorable 
Judge, under the moſt terrible. apprehenſions 
E RR | that 
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that guilt and hell can create. Your: mu th 


between you in the commiſſion of ſin, there 


formed and protected you, of the bounty 


'Your nobleſt faculty is become your chief 


the day of your viſitation is not yet cloſed ; 


ſearchable riches of religion for a little glit- 


gratifications of a moment, when another hour 


and willing to fave to the uttermoſt! How 


2 x - % o 3@ 7 
reer 25.7; 


(36 ) 


is turned into mourning and weeping. In- 
ſtead of that attachment which prevailed 


is now nothing but hatred, upbraiding, and 
curſes. The remembrance of paſt pleaſure 
only rends to aggravate your pains z for, how- 
ever forgetful you were of the power that 


that ſupplied you, or of the overtures of 
mercy made to you, noc, you cannot forget. 


tormentor—But I rejoice that you are yet 
within the reach of pardoning grace, that 


and will you,—will you, after all, perſevere | 
in the deſperate folly of hartering the un- 


tering duſt, the ſubſtantial pleaſures of a 
heart devoted to God, for a few bubbles of 
air; the infinite glories of eternity, for the 


may fink you down to ſhame, torture, and 
utter darkneſs —Behold how clearly Jeſus 
Chriſt reveals himſelf in the goſpel, as able 


earneſtly | he calls you, Invites you, pleads 
with 


„ 


with ink to aſk thoſe bleſſings which, in hig 
redeemed; are a well of water ſpringing up to 
everlaſting life !*—Then harden not your 
hearts as in the provocation, in the day of 
temptation in the wilderneſs, but fly.in this 
acceptable time from the delvſions of ſenſuality, 
lay hold on the hope ſet before you, ſtudy the 
truth, ſubmit to the afflictions, and he grate- 
ful for the bleſſings of providence; and our . 
God in the heavens will rain down the con- 
ſolations of his everlaſting favour, to cheer 
and animate your minds under all the forrows 
of hte; ' and when you have finiſhed as an 
hireling your day, he will reward you with 
the perfect fruition of an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth nor away. 


® John iv. 14. 
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